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encircled   by  Hapsburg   territory  upon   every
side.
What to-day we call Belgium was in the hands
of the Spanish House of Hapsburg, The
Empire covered Luxemburg and Alsace, and
the Jura mountains. The same Spanish power
lay everywhere south of the Pyrenees. There
was only a short frontier of the Alps where an
independent Italian Principality made an excep-
tion, and a very short distance on from the
Alps, Spanish and Hapsburg power began again
in the northern Italian plains.
It was on this account that Ferdinand's effort
to restore Catholicism and undo the work of
the Reformation lost its simple character and
became complicated not only with the national
desire of the French especially, but of many
smaller powers as well, to retain their independ-
ence against the Hapsburgs.
In spite of this complication, however, which
ultimately mutilated Ferdinand's plan and left
him and his successors only half victorious, his
chances of victory were considerable. When
he began his effort, in the year 1619, it was
almost exactly a hundred years after the Reforma-
tion had first broken out in his own Germany,
His chances of success were moral rather
than material. They consisted in the very